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When I was growing up in the 1950s my
Father told me of a great-great-grandfather of
mine named John Bush who had been force-
fully conscripted into the Union Army during
the Civil War and marched off into battle
never to be seen again.  Father died in 1999,
leaving behind a short note in a family Bible
about this tragic happening.  The note indi-
cated that John’s widow was named Margaret
and it listed the names of their children.  Fa-
ther wrote:  “John Bush – Killed in Civil War.
No notice except in paper.  Taken from corn-
field when Grampa [Ed: John’s son William
Bush] was 8 years old.”

With the sesquicentennial observance of
the Civil War approaching, I decided to try to
find out what I could about John Bush.  I re-
membered what Father told me: “The soldiers
just showed up one day at his Pennsylvania

farm,” he said, “and took him away.  No one
saw him again.”  Father related that no one
from the government or the military ever con-
firmed to members of the Bush family where
and how John Bush had died. “There was
never a letter,” Father explained, “not from his
commanding officer nor anyone else.  There
were hard feelings about this.  No one even
knows today where John Bush might be
buried.”

I did not know the year my great-great-
grandfather had been taken into service, the
unit that he served with or even the year that
he had died.  But I nevertheless wanted to find
John Bush.  I wanted to flesh out his story; to
find details that might serve to keep his mem-
ory alive; to honor his sacrifice to country, and
return him, if in spirit only, to his loved ones
– to his family.  
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But how could I do this without newspa-
per articles, letters, diaries and other print
records?  Everyone with a memory of John
Bush was gone from the earth.  And John had
been of the lowest enlisted rank – a private,
and before that, a laborer.  Newspaper writers
from that era, unlike today, did not write
about such men – how could they?  In that war
there were hundreds of thousands of such
men who died.  All that could be done, and
then often with inaccuracy, was to compile lists
of names of the dead and wounded for publi-
cation in a newspaper, as noted by my Father.
All I really knew additionally about John Bush
is that he hailed from North Mahoning Town-
ship in Indiana County, not far as the crow
flies from Pittsburgh.

As stated, my great-grand-
father William was 8 years
old when his father was taken
into the Army.  Adding eight
years to 1857, the year of
William’s birth, and using
Ancestry.com, I typed in “John
Bush, Pennsylvania death
year 1865.”  I then clicked on
the category “Military.”
Within seconds I had a list of
198 men named John Bush
who served in the American
Civil War.  Thirty-three of
the men hailed from the state
of Pennsylvania, but which
one was the one that I looked
for?  Clicking on “View
Record” I was able to quickly
eliminate 13, those being the
ones who died years after the
Civil War ended.  But what

could I do about the other 20 Pennsylvanians?
Many had no dates of death shown, or county
of residence or other hints that might help
me.

Then I got lucky – I located a document
from the Civil War Pension Index showing a
soldier named John Bush, a widow named
Margaret Bush and a minor named Daniel
Bush (one of the Bush children identified by
my father in the family Bible note).  The Pen-
sion Index document showed that this John
Bush served with: “F 105 Pa. Inf.”  I had found
my man!  Ancestry.com had done it.  This find
led to others, including his military record,
pertinent census information and information
on his children and siblings.  I learned that
John Bush was born ca. 1826 and he married
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Civil War Pension Index Card
Father wrote: “Dan -- Hunchback – good hearted – died
years ago.”  Daniel’s disability may have entitled him to

a pension



Margaret Sloniger on August 27, 1849.  And
now I knew his middle initial was “H”.  

The discovery of the pension card, partic-
ularly the listing of his military unit, enabled
me to quickly locate the printed history of the
105th Infantry Regiment of Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers and even a roster for Company F of
that regiment.  John Bush’s name appeared on
the roster! 

Established in September 1861, the 105th
Pennsylvania went by the popular name “Wild-
cat Regiment” because some of its members
had wildcat drilled for oil before the war.1 The
105th fought in scores of battles, engagements
and campaigns, the most significant being Fair
Oaks, Malvern Hill, Second Bull Run, Freder-
icksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, the
Wilderness, Cold Harbor and Petersburg.
“Out of a total of 2,040 [men] the regiment
lost 309 members by death from wounds or
disease and another 199 were reported miss-
ing …” the history reads.2 The losses hap-

pened over the three and one-half year time-
frame of the war.  The last action the 105th
Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers fought
was the Appomattox Campaign, which started
in Petersburg towards the end of March 1865
and ended with Lee’s surrender to Grant at
McLean house on April 9, 1865.  On May 23,
1865 the regiment participated in the Grand
Review of the Army of the Potomac in Wash-
ington, D.C., and on July 11th the unit was
mustered out (disbanded) in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia.3

Company F had been recruited in 1861 in
the counties of Clearfield, Indiana and Venago
and originally had 91 officers and men.  As the
Civil War progressed and became a long-term
conflict a draft was established.  A document
prepared in June 1862 by the Provost Marshal
General U.S. lists John Bush as a "Class II" in
his Congressional District.  John was 36 at the
time and married; if he had been unmarried
he would have been a "Class I" and presumably
subject to immediate conscription.  For the
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Military record of John Bush
M.I. stands for “Muster In,” M.O. stands for “Muster Out”



time being John was not subject to military
service; this would change a little more than a
year and one-half later, likely because "Class I"
had been depleted of manpower. 

By war’s end, a total of 191 officers and
men had served in Company F.  The Muster
Roll for Company F recorded the name, rank
and date of entry into service for all who be-
longed.  It also contained a remarks section
that detailed the date and reason for depar-
ture of each member.  Private John Bush
joined Company F on February 28, 1864, and

left the unit because of wounds that he re-
ceived prior to the Company’s final muster on
July 11, 1865.  His entry reads: “absent,
wounded, at muster out.”4 His military
record, another find on Ancestry.com, says “ab-
sent, wounded, in Hosp. at M.O.”

A tally of the remarks section for Company
F indicates that 50 soldiers attended the final
July 11 formation and roll call.  Undoubtedly,
this day had to have been a memorable event
for these survivors.  The fact that John Bush
was unable to attend because he had been
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Map of eastern Virginia where the 105th Regiment incurred casualties during the 
time of service of John Bush

Base map provided by the Map Collection of the Perry-Castañeda Library at the University of Texas.



wounded, suggests to me that John had been
likely wounded in one of the last engagements
of the war – that is, the chase of Lee’s army to
Appomattox.  During the Civil War, tens of
thousands of wounded soldiers succumbed to
infectious diseases because of crude medical
treatment.  This is probably what happened to
John Bush.  He probably died in a military
hospital somewhere but I could find no record
indicating this.  Nor could I locate where he
might be buried.  The Historical and Ge-
nealogical Society of Indiana County, Penn-
sylvania confirmed to me that he is not buried
as a veteran in that county, nor is his name to
be found on the Roll of Honor, a register of
known Union burials.5

When Ulysses S. Grant came to Washing-
ton, D.C., for the first time in the spring of
1864, President Lincoln appointed him Gen-
eral-in-Chief of the Army – the entire Union
Army.  Choosing to be in the field rather than
remain in the capital, Grant moved south with
the Army of the Potomac, then 102,000
strong.  His first engagement against Lee was
on May 5-7, 1864, in an area of Northern Vir-
ginia called the Wilderness.  With an Army of
only 61,000, Lee decisively defeated Grant in a
large battle there.6 It was a particularly brutal
battle in that a number of Union soldiers
burned to death in forest fires started by their
own guns.  Rather than retreat to the Wash-
ington, D.C. area (as numerous other Union
commanding generals had done after losing
battles to Lee), Grant flanked Lee and headed
in the direction of Richmond. 

The 105th Infantry Regiment of Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, consisting of 12 companies
participated fully in the Battle of the Wilder-

ness.  After two days of hard fighting, 45 of its
officers and men had been killed and another
125 wounded.  Private John Bush of Company
F survived this horrible battle, which wit-
nessed 29,800 casualties on both sides com-
bined.  Among the dead was Brigadier General
Alexander Hays,7 who on March 26, 1864 (ap-
proximately a month after John Bush mus-
tered in) had been given command of the
Second Brigade, Third Division, Second Army
Corps.  The 105th was one of the regiments
that belonged to the Second Brigade.  Three
men from Company F of the 105th Regiment
died during the first day’s fighting at Wilder-
ness: Corporal Ira F. Mott and Privates
Charles Lyle and David Willard.  Had these
men befriended John Bush?  Had they served
in the same platoon together or perhaps even
the same squad?

A Library of Congress web site tracing the
history of the 105th Infantry Regiment of
Pennsylvania Volunteers contains an imaged
letter that I found revealing for the times.  The
letter was scribbled in haste on May 16, 1864
after the Battle of the Wilderness.  It is from
a Miss Kate M. Scott, of Brookville, PA to a
Mrs. Juliana Smith Reynolds, of nearby (12
miles distant) Reynoldsville, PA.8 Scott re-
sponded to a letter she had received from Mrs.
Reynolds asking if she had learned anything
about her son, Private Tilton Reynolds.
Scott answered listing the names of six sol-
diers from the 105th indicating the respective
company of each.  “These are all of the names
I can find in any of the papers,” she wrote.
She could not bring herself to write the words
killed or wounded but she added, “Tilton is
not mentioned.”
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When I read this letter what struck me was
just how primitive the communication system
was during this period.  Here a mother had
been forced to network with a friend from a
nearby town for possible news of her son.  This
made me think of that note penned by my Fa-
ther: “No notice except in paper.”  As an aside,
I would add that Kate M. Scott served during
the war as a volunteer Army Nurse at camp
Jackson, Virginia with the 105th.9 She later
authored The History of the One Hundred and
Fifth Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers, which
was published in 1877,10 and her history is the
basis for the Library of Congress website.
Young Tilton eventually rose to the rank of
captain and commanded Company H in the

105th; he wrote a number of letters home,
some of which are imaged on the website.  He
also survived the war.

Grant had a strategy to defeat Lee.  After
the Battle of the Wilderness, he still had su-
perior numbers of men and materiel, and he
believed that if he kept up the pressure on Lee,
that is, engaged him in running combat, he
might eventually find a way to cut off the Con-
federate’s avenue of retreat.  A siege would
then set in, and the killing could stop.  All
Grant would have to do in such a situation
would be to starve Lee into submission.

Grant’s strategy for Northern Virginia, to-
gether with his plans for Sherman’s march
through the deeper South and Sheridan’s
burning the Shenandoah, worked completely.
The harsh reality of Grant’s strategy, however,
was that it involved an incredible loss of human
life on both sides.  The public was so aghast by
the casualty figures that were reported during
this, the final year of the Civil War that some
Northern newspapers started referring to
Grant as “Butcher.”  In the Battle of Cold Har-
bor fought on June 3, 1864, Grant lost 7,000
killed or wounded against Lee’s 2,500 in a mat-
ter of hours.11 If Sherman had failed to take
Atlanta when he did on September 1, 1864, it
is likely that Grant’s high casualty figures would
have cost Abraham Lincoln re-election.  The
105th Infantry Regiment of Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers was fortunate at Cold Harbor; the unit
saw only limited action resulting in one soldier
being wounded there.  Again, Private John
Bush survived.  John would also remain un-
harmed the rest of 1864, although the 105th
participated in multiple days of combat result-
ing in quite a number of casualties.
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The “Wildcat Regiment” (PA 105th) Monument at
Gettysburg.  John Bush joined the regiment the

following February.



The likelihood is that John Bush received
the wound that ultimately took his life at a
place described in the regimental battle his-
tory as either “Before Petersburg” or “Near
Farmville.”12 The last battle the 105th would
fight against the Army of Northern Virginia
occurred at a place known as Sayler’s Creek.
Regimental casualty records reveal that 25 en-
listed men were wounded and two killed dur-
ing the period March 25, 1865, to April 9,
1865.  No member of the 105th Regiment
had been killed or wounded earlier in 1865
owing to winter inactivity.

The Union Army had hundreds of two
and four-wheeled ambulances with folding
bunks for the transport of wounded soldiers
to field hospitals marked by yellow flags bear-
ing the letter H.  Surgery was often performed
in a hospital tent and chloroform was applied
to the patient’s face through a soaked rag.
Thereafter, a patient might be transported by
rail, water or wagon to one of the 25 large hos-
pitals in the Washington, D.C. area.13 Again,
I was unable to discover where my great-great-
grandfather had been taken.  He is probably
buried in an unmarked trench next to what
used to be a Union hospital, but the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine could not con-
firm this.  It is doubtful that his body was re-
turned to the family as it was up to the family
to arrange for transportation and bear the ex-
pense, and that event would likely have been
remembered and recorded.

I compiled data from the Company F
Muster Roll, the small unit that Private John
Bush served in.  Throughout the war, one of-
ficer and 24 enlisted men had been killed in
action and another 15 enlisted men were

wounded.  Many soldiers of Company F were
discharged on “a Surgeon’s Certificate” and
still others simply died of disease or natural
causes.  Others were released as enlistment
terms expired.  Thirty-one Company F mem-
bers deserted during the war (a 17% rate) and
of this number, 23 were substitutes, that is,
men who took money to go in another man’s
place.  This substitute/desertion phenomenon
(the process of enlisting for money with ab-
solutely no intention of serving) occurred dur-
ing March 1865 when a draft was on and the
casualty figures from the front were running
high.

As an aside, I located a news article dated
August 17, 1864 reporting the arrest of a Marc-
hand man named George Shields who de-
serted from the 105th.  The paper stated that
Shields “has for a long time eluded all efforts
at his arrest.”14 Shields was turned over by the
apprehending authority to a provost marshal
in Greensburg, PA.  Records of the 105th in-
dicate that Shields deserted in January 1863
and was returned to the regiment in Novem-
ber 1864.  He mustered out with his company
after the war was over.  After serving stockade
time, it is likely that Shields was informed that
if he deserted again, the consequences would
be more severe.  The news article bears testa-
ment to the fact that an effort was made by the
Union to round up deserters for, “… proper
punishment of their folly and crime.”

During the war, Company F had three
commanding officers. The first, Captain
Robert Kirk, died at Chancellorsville on May
3, 1863.  The second was Captain John
Daugherty, who “mustered out at the expira-
tion of his term on October 7, 1864” per the
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Muster Roll.  The last was Captain William
Kimple, who worked his way up from the rank
of corporal.  Kimple survived the war and mus-
tered out with Company F at the July 11th cel-
ebration; he served in Company F for the full
three-and-one-half years.

It is doubtful that John was “taken from a
cornfield” as my Father noted.  The Company
F Muster Roll reports John’s muster-in date as
February 28, 1864, which is the dead of win-

ter.  What probably happened was John’s
name was pulled at a draft lottery and the sol-
diers intercepted him on a country road – per-
haps one near a cornfield.  John was 39 years
old when this occurred.  The irony of being
conscripted into a unit of the “Volunteer In-
fantry” did not escape me!  

The record shows that the Wildcat Regi-
ment was re-enlisted on December 28, 1863,
and was given a veteran’s furlough to return
home during the winter season of 1864.
When the 105th marched to a new bivouac at
Camp Bullock (two miles from Brandy Sta-
tion, Virginia) in March 1864, it had with it
“fifty new recruits,” one of whom was Private
John Bush.15

I am gratified to have located John Bush
in history – and to finally learn at least a little
of the details of where he fought and what hap-
pened to him.  I expect members of the Bush
family in the years after the war ran into some
of the veterans of Company F who served with
John Bush, and perhaps learned information
that is now lost to time.  Why Captain Kimple
did not write a letter to John’s widow, Mar-
garet Sloniger Bush, remains a mystery.  

Perhaps harsh words had been exchanged
when John had been seized and the Captain
was reticent to write a letter to the person he
had had a hand in making a widow?   Or per-
haps he did write a letter and it failed to be de-
livered?  The obituary of William Kimple is to
be found at the Historical and Genealogical
Society of Indiana County.  He died in 1925 at
age 90.  Following the war he became a mer-
chant and postmaster of Chambersville, PA, a
hamlet north of the city of Indiana and south
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1860 Census - North Mahoning Township
John Bush household with son William, 3

1870 Census - North Mahoning Township
Margaret Bush with children David 

and Catherine

1880 Census - North Mahoning Township
Margaret Bush living with all her children
except William who had married in 1877



of North Mahoning Township; geographically,
Kimble resided not many miles apart from the
survivors of John Bush.  John had been 9 years
older than his commanding officer.

As for the “No notice except in paper”
written by Father, I was unable to locate a
newspaper casualty list that includes the name
John Bush. Census data from 1860, 1870 and
1880 show the family before the war, broken
apart after the war and finally reunited. The
1870 census is the telling one -- only three
members shown for the Bush household: Mar-
garet, her 17-year-old son and a 7-year-old
daughter. By 1880, with the exception of my
great-grandfather William (who had by then
married and moved away) the Bush family was
under the same roof again -- a mother and six
of her children living together.  This census
data speaks for itself. In order to get by, four of
the younger Bush children had been placed,
on a temporarily basis, into the homes of rela-
tives or friends who were able to provide for
them. The 1900 census also sheds some light
back on the time of John Bush’s conscription;
it lists that daughter Catherine had been born
in March of 1864, the month after John had
mustered in.  Margaret Sloniger Bush lived the
remainder of her years in Indiana County.
She died ca. 1899, aged 71 – the year that the
Bush and Allison families united with the mar-
riage of my paternal grandparents.

When I think of what this family, my rela-
tives, experienced due to the death of John
Bush, I can only be saddened.  Other family
members served during the war; most came
home, but not all.  This circumstance was not
unique to my family; it happened all over
America.  

When I think of what John Bush endured,
the marching, tenting, being frequently filthy,
cold or hot and often wet; the itchiness of a
wool uniform that may have been lice-infested;
the diet of hardtack and strong coffee and the
dysentery brought on by drinking tainted
water; the insect bites and rashes; being sepa-
rated from his family and friends; the mean-
spirited and harsh military treatment he and
others undoubtedly suffered at the hands of
some superiors and finally the fact that he had
been forced to submit to all of this against his
will and that he came within just a few short
weeks of being honorably released, my heart
goes out for Private John Bush.  And on top of
this, he participated in the unmitigated horror
of frequent combat.  The carnage that he had
to have witnessed had to have been simply un-
speakable.  Having now found him, I intend
to honor Private John Bush by remembrance
on every Memorial Day going forward.

And as for Grant being a butcher? I don’t
believe he was.  I read Grant’s military autobi-
ography years earlier and was deeply moved;
today it remains probably one of the best mem-
oirs ever written by an armed forces leader.
What comes through, crystal clear, is that
Grant was a moral man and true believer.  He
hated slavery and was very protective of his
Negro troops.  The contemporaneous letters
that Grant wrote during the war, which I have
also read, evidence this.  I simply believe that
Grant had to do what he did in order to win.
Of course not everyone might agree with my as-
sessment.  On March 9, 1865, Captain Tilton
Reynolds wrote to his mother from the front:
“There is little danger of the Rebels breaking
through our lines.  Old U.S. (Universal Slaugh-
ter) is on the lookout for things of that kind.”
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Was John Bush’s sacrifice in vain?  While
John Bush probably lay dying somewhere, his
commanding general met with General
Robert E. Lee, C.S.A., at Appomattox Court-
house.  This is what Grant wrote about that
encounter:

What General Lee’s feelings were I do not
know.  As he was a man of much dignity,
with an impassible face, it was impossi-
ble to say whether he felt inwardly glad
that the end had finally come, or felt sad
over the result, and was too manly to
show it.  Whatever his feelings, they were
entirely concealed from my observation;
but my own feelings, which had been
quite jubilant on the receipt of his letter,
were sad and depressed.  I felt like any-
thing rather than rejoicing at the down-
fall of a foe who had fought so long and
valiantly, and had suffered so much for a
cause, though that cause was, I believe,
one of the worst for which a people ever
fought, and one for which there was the
least excuse.16

In 1856 Lee wrote a letter to his wife stat-
ing, “… slavery as an institution, is a moral &
political evil…”17 I located the following about
Lee in an encyclopedia, however:

As a member of the Virginia aristocracy, Lee
lived in close contact with slavery before he
joined the Army and held variously around
a half-dozen slaves under his own name.
When Lee’s father-in-law, George Washing-
ton Parke Custis, died in October 1857, Lee
(as Executor of the will) came into control
over some 196 slaves on the Arlington plan-
tation.  Although the will provided for the

slaves to be emancipated “in such a manner
as to my executors may seem most expedient
and proper,” providing for a maximum of
five years for the legal and logistical details of
manumission, Lee found himself in need of
funds to pay his father-in-law’s debts and re-
pair of properties he had inherited.  He de-
cided to make money during the five years
that the will had allowed him control over
the slaves by working them on the plantation
and hiring them out to neighboring planta-
tions and to eastern Virginia.18

Upon reading this, I did the math: Five
years times 196 persons equates to 980 years
of bondage.  My first reaction was Lee had
married money and used these slaves to maxi-
mize his wife’s inheritance.  After reflecting
more about it, however, I appreciated that if
Lee had failed to pay off his father-in-law’s
debts, the claimants would end up owning the
slaves and probably then not be subject to the
five-year mandate for freedom.

I believe that a man should be judged by
his actions and not his demeanor or what plat-
itudes he might utter or write.  This said I am
not in a position to judge Robert E. Lee.   Lee
was one of the best military tacticians the
world has ever known, and also a motivator of
generals and privates alike.  Only the Maker
can look into his soul and determine his true
intent.

A fascinating side story about the surren-
der of Lee at Appomattox surrounds Grant
making a significant political decision that
many in Congress would later question: Grant
wrote into the short document of surrender
that, “… each [Confederate] officer and man
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will be allowed to return to their homes, not to
be disturbed by United States authority so
long as they observe their paroles …”  By this
document Grant arguably gave Lee immunity
from prosecution for treason.19 Lincoln had
instructed Grant to “go light” on the Confed-
erates at their moment of capitulation.

I personally do not believe that Private
John Bush was sacrificed in vain.   I believe it
was he, and hundreds of thousands of men
like him, who willingly or unwillingly did their
duty and enabled Grant to win Lee’s surren-
der.  These heroes preserved our Union and
ended slavery.  Of course it is easy for me to
opine this almost a century-and-one-half after
the fact.  I cannot speak as to what the mem-
bers of the Bush family may have thought in
1865.  Their tragic loss was unrequited.

Special appreciation to my brother Mark Allison
who contributed as a researcher and editor 
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